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of British Columbia. British Columbia Provincial Museum
Handbook 45, Victoria, BC. 101 pp.

A juvenile was found near Trout Lake, 12.1 km north of
Sechelt, on 26 May. It was uncovered in a small pile of old
western redcedar (Thuja plicata) shakes. The salamander
had a dark gray body with a reddish-bronze concentration
of speckles and blotches on the lower back and tail. On 10
and 15 June an adult wandering salamander was found near
Homesite Creek, 1.5 km east of Trout Lake, in a grassy
shaded ditch and under a large stump.
The wandering salamander is considered a terrestrial
species that inhabits low elevation, humid coastal forests of
Douglas-ﬁr (Pseudotsuga menziesii) and western hemlock
(Tsuga heterophylla) where decaying logs, stumps, and
snags are common (Green and Campbell 1984; Corkran and
Thoms 1996).
In British Columbia, the diversity of habitats it occupies
is greater than reported. On Cleland Island, off the central
west coast of Vancouver Island, the species is abundant in a
treeless environment on a rocky island with a grass-brush belt
comprised of wild rose (Rosa nutkana), salmonberry (Rubus
spectabilis), cow-parsnip (Heracleum lanatum), Douglas’
aster (Aster subspicatus), and wild ryegrass (Elymus mollis)
(Campbell and Stirling 1968). In transmission corridors on
the Sunshine Coast the wandering salamander is patchily
distributed within long narrow strips of shrubby habitats
composed of salal (Gaultheria shallon), Labrador tea (Ledum
groenlandicum), black twinberry (Lonicera involucrata),
salmonberry, blackberry (Rubus discolor), hardhack (Spirea
douglasii), Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius), and bracken
fern (Pteridium aquilinum).
The wandering salamander appears to occupy a wider
variety of habitats in British Columbia than previously
known. As research and ﬁeldwork continues we will be able
to better understand and more accurately deﬁne its habitat
requirements in the province.

About the Authors
Glenn began recording wildlife observations as a child in
1943 in the north Okanagan Valley. Today he continues his
passion from his home in Aldergrove. His collection of daily
ﬁeld notes occupies nearly 10 feet of library space.
Wayne is senior author of the 4-volume set of The Birds
of British Columbia and is a Director and co-founder of the
Biodiversity Centre for Wildlife Studies.

DUSKY FLYCATCHER BREEDING IN THE PEACE
RIVER REGION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
Doug Brown
7003 Nighthawk Drive, Osoyoos, BC. V0H 1V5
The Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri) is
widely distributed throughout the central interior of British
Columbia south of the Bulkley Basin near Smithers and the
Fraser-Nechako region near Prince George (Campbell et al.
1997). It is considered a vagrant along the coast and locally
rare in the northern interior of the province. Phinney (1998)
lists a single record for the Dawson Creek area. There are an
additional 10 widely scattered records for the remainder of
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Figure 1. Dusky Flycatcher nest and eggs, 3 km northwest
of Gwillim Lake, BC. 17 July 2003 (R. Wayne Campbell).
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the northern interior over the past 117 years. There is only
one breeding record, of adults with ﬂedged young, from the
Fort Nelson area (Campbell et al. 1997).
During summer ﬁeldwork in June and July 2003 between
Hudson’s Hope and Tumbler Ridge I discovered two active
nests of the Dusky Flycatcher. Both nests were associated
with brushy areas and thickets in transmission corridors. The
ﬁrst nest was located near Gwillim Lake (45 km south of
Chetwynd) on 16 July. It was built in the crotch of a highbush cranberry (Viburnum edule) 0.7 m from the ground and
contained three eggs. On 21 July it contained three two-day
old nestlings being attended by an adult.
The second nest was located 17.5 km west of Hudson’s
Hope and was built in the crotch of a moose-browsed high
willow (Salix sp.) 2.0 m from the ground. On 28 July it
contained two eggs and two nestlings. Both nests were ﬂimsy
structures of coarse and ﬁne grasses and willow ﬂuff.
Most eggs of the Dusky Flycatcher are a dull creamy
white without markings (Bent 1942). Both clutches in
northeastern British Columbia, however, had small light
brown spots (Figure 1). Bowles and Decker (1927) mention
that most eggs are unmarked but “not infrequently” they
may be dotted with light brown. Some eggs are “rarely” with
brownish ﬂecks” (Sedgwick 1993).
The breeding range of the Dusky Flycatcher in British
Columbia, north of the Fraser-Nechako region, likely
extends in suitable habitat through the central interior in a
northwesterly direction towards the southwestern Yukon
Territory.
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Union. 20 pp.
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UPLAND SANDPIPER BREEDING NEAR
CHETWYND, BRITISH COLUMBIA
R. Wayne Campbell
2511 Kilgary Place, Victoria, BC. V8N 1J6
The Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda) has
always been a challenging species to ﬁnd in British
Columbia. At the time of Munro and Cowan (1947) it
was known from only nine localities, all but one from the
interior of the province. Over the next 43 years the number
of localities increased to 47 with many showing up along the
coast including Vancouver Island and the Queen Charlotte
Islands (Campbell et al. 1990). Breeding was suspected but
not conﬁrmed. Currently, the Upland Sandpiper is known to
breed in three isolated and widely separated locales in the
province.
The earliest conﬁrmed breeding for this rare species in
British Columbia was provided by James Mack (British
Columbia Nest Record Scheme ﬁles). On 20 June 1968 he
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Figure 1. The habitat of an Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia
longicauda) nest site, north of Chetwynd, Peace River, BC.
3 June 2003 (R. Wayne Campbell).
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