
 The earliest known occurrence on Vancouver Island is 
from David Stirling on 28 September 1959 (Stirling 1960). 
The bird was observed regularly at Cattle Point, Victoria until 
15 November. Additional records included in The Birds of 
British Columbia (Campbell et al. 1997) are for 1 November 
1969 (Sooke; specimen), 5 June through 25 September 1970 
(Genoa Bay; nesting), 3 November through 30 December 
1975 (Mount Douglas, Victoria), 21-29 May 1988 (Mount 
Tuam, Saltspring Island), 20 September 1990 (Rocky Point, 
Metchosin), 30 June 1991 (Cluxewe estuary; Dawe et al. 
1995), and 19 August through 27 September 1995 (Mount 
Tzouhalem, Duncan). There is only one record known for 
Denman Island from September 1964 (Hesse and Hesse 
1965). There are no historical records for any other islands 
in the Georgia Strait or for the western half of Vancouver 
Island.
 Three additional records were discovered in the Wildlife 
Data Centre library. On 16 June 1967, one bird was observed 
singing in a clearcut near Sproat Lake, Port Alberni. A 
second observation was from Mount Tolmie, Victoria on 27 
June 1991, where a bird was observed foraging on a rock 
outcrop in an open Garry Oak woodland. On 31 May 1989, 
BC Wildlife Branch biologist Rick Davies reported a Rock 
Wren from Northy Lake near Campbell River. This bird was 
singing among a rock pile adjacent to the road.
 The personal field notes of Jean Cunningham revealed 
the first occurrence of Rock Wren on Quadra Island. The bird 
was observed singing from a rock bluff on 29 June 1990. On 
22 July 2000, Doug Innes observed the first occurrence of 
Rock Wren at Dove Creek near Courtenay. The bird was seen 
singing at the base of a rocky hill amongst a pile of logging 
slash. The most recent observation of Rock Wren, and the 
second-most northerly record on Vancouver Island is from 
Russel Creek, just south of Woss. The bird was observed 
in a 3-year old clearcut by Michael and Joanna Preston on 
17 June 2003, singing from remnant boulders after road-
blasting.
 Records of Rock Wren in coastal British Columbia are 
uncommon and sporadic, especially away from the southern 
mainland and to the north. Prevalence of this species on 
coastal islands has likely increased as a result of an increasing 
number of observers and the availability of suitable yet 
temporary habitats as a result of logging.
 Throughout its North American range, populations have 
declined at an average annual rate of 1.4% for the period 
1966-1996 (Lowther et al. 2000). In British Columbia 
specific trends are unknown although populations appear 
stable at well-known sites in the southern interior.
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UNSUCCESSFUL INTRODUCTION OF THE 
CALIFORNIA QUAIL TO THE QUEEN CHARLOTTE 
ISLANDS

R. Wayne Campbell

2511 Kilgary Place, Victoria, BC. V8N 1J6

 While extracting records from historical correspondence 
and field diaries and transferring them to the Wildlife Data 
Centre electronic databases I came across some unpublished 
information on an attempt to introduce California Quail 
(Callipepla californica) (Figure 1) to the Queen Charlotte 
Islands.
 In March 1924 eight pairs of California Quail were 
transported from Victoria, where the species was successfully 
introduced in the early 1860s (Carl and Guiguet 1972), 
and released by Ken Davies at Sandspit on northeastern 
Moresby Island, Queen Charlotte Islands. The extensive 
brushy habitat in the vicinity of Sandspit appeared suitable 
to support a local population and the milder weather on the 
east coast of the island seemed ideal. 
 The quail remained in the general vicinity of Sandspit 

9 Wildlife Afield 



over the spring and by May a few pairs were noted foraging 
together. Nesting commenced in June and by late July two 
large broods of 10 and 12 chicks were seen. These family 
groups were often seen over the summer and early autumn 
but by early winter numbers had declined and the quail 
were rarely seen. The last bird, a female, was reported on 
8 February 1925. Carl and Guiguet (1972) report an earlier 
introduction on the Queen Charlotte Islands in 1910 but 
details are sketchy.
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WILDLIFE DATA CENTRE

FEATURED SPECIES - SEMIPALMATED PLOVER

R. Wayne Campbell

 The Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) is 
a small, common and familiar shorebird identified by a single 
dark band across its breast. Unlike many of its relatives who 
feed and fly in large flocks, this tame sandpiper prefers to 
forage by itself, running a few steps, then darting to snatch 
some insect, isopod, or worm, before chasing after another 
morsel. It is a medium- to long-distant migrant and is best 
seen in spring and autumn where it feeds or rests on open 
muddy and sandy shores. It breeds almost exclusively in the 
Arctic and sub-Arctic regions of North America but recently 
small numbers of Semipalmated Plovers have been found 
nesting in scattered locations in coastal and interior British 
Columbia as far south as the Cariboo and Fraser River 
delta.

Wildlife Data Centre Provincial Status - 2004
 The Semipalmated Plover is Not Threatened in British 
Columbia. Populations appear stable and the species’ 
breeding range is slowly expanding in the northwest.

Where and When

World Range
 The Semipalmated Plover is the North American 
counterpart of the Eurasian Common Ringed Plover (C. 
hiaticula). Its breeding range encompasses the North 
American Arctic and sub-Arctic regions except for the very 
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Figure 1. Adult male California Quail near White Lake, 
Okanagan Valley, BC. 5 July 1997 (R. Wayne Campbell).

Figure 1. Semipalmated Plover at nest, Nadahini River, BC. 
20 June 1999 (R. Wayne Campbell).
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