the northern interior over the past 117 years. There is only
one breeding record, of adults with ﬂedged young, from the
Fort Nelson area (Campbell et al. 1997).
During summer ﬁeldwork in June and July 2003 between
Hudson’s Hope and Tumbler Ridge I discovered two active
nests of the Dusky Flycatcher. Both nests were associated
with brushy areas and thickets in transmission corridors. The
ﬁrst nest was located near Gwillim Lake (45 km south of
Chetwynd) on 16 July. It was built in the crotch of a highbush cranberry (Viburnum edule) 0.7 m from the ground and
contained three eggs. On 21 July it contained three two-day
old nestlings being attended by an adult.
The second nest was located 17.5 km west of Hudson’s
Hope and was built in the crotch of a moose-browsed high
willow (Salix sp.) 2.0 m from the ground. On 28 July it
contained two eggs and two nestlings. Both nests were ﬂimsy
structures of coarse and ﬁne grasses and willow ﬂuff.
Most eggs of the Dusky Flycatcher are a dull creamy
white without markings (Bent 1942). Both clutches in
northeastern British Columbia, however, had small light
brown spots (Figure 1). Bowles and Decker (1927) mention
that most eggs are unmarked but “not infrequently” they
may be dotted with light brown. Some eggs are “rarely” with
brownish ﬂecks” (Sedgwick 1993).
The breeding range of the Dusky Flycatcher in British
Columbia, north of the Fraser-Nechako region, likely
extends in suitable habitat through the central interior in a
northwesterly direction towards the southwestern Yukon
Territory.

Sciences; Washington, DC. The American Ornithologists’
Union. 20 pp.
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UPLAND SANDPIPER BREEDING NEAR
CHETWYND, BRITISH COLUMBIA
R. Wayne Campbell
2511 Kilgary Place, Victoria, BC. V8N 1J6
The Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda) has
always been a challenging species to ﬁnd in British
Columbia. At the time of Munro and Cowan (1947) it
was known from only nine localities, all but one from the
interior of the province. Over the next 43 years the number
of localities increased to 47 with many showing up along the
coast including Vancouver Island and the Queen Charlotte
Islands (Campbell et al. 1990). Breeding was suspected but
not conﬁrmed. Currently, the Upland Sandpiper is known to
breed in three isolated and widely separated locales in the
province.
The earliest conﬁrmed breeding for this rare species in
British Columbia was provided by James Mack (British
Columbia Nest Record Scheme ﬁles). On 20 June 1968 he
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Figure 1. The habitat of an Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia
longicauda) nest site, north of Chetwynd, Peace River, BC.
3 June 2003 (R. Wayne Campbell).
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watched a pair of agitated adults with two chicks, only a
few days old, at Pinto Lake near Kleena Kleene. The family
group was moving about in a small cleared farmland opening
surrounded by a mixed woodland of trembling aspen and
scattered spruce trees. Although subsequent searches were
made, the sandpipers were not seen again.
Three decades later, on 7 June 1998, Tracey D. Hooper
(pers. comm.) located a nest with four predated eggs in
the grasslands of the Junction Sheep Range Park south of
Riske Creek. Although displaying adults, pairs, and single
Upland Sandpipers were reported from the general area in
subsequent years, no evidence of breeding was discovered.
On 3 June 2003, while stopping for lunch northeast of
Chetwynd, I watched an adult male Northern Harrier (Circus
cyaneus) hunting over recently cleared agricultural land. The
bird ﬂew over my head to a nearby clearing (Figure 1) when
suddenly an Upland Sandpiper ﬂew up from the ground
about 25 m away. Its mate, who called constantly from the
top of a nearby small spruce tree, soon joined the agitated
sandpiper. The harrier continued hunting and the sandpipers
soon calmed down and ﬂew to the ground within 5 m of
where the ﬁrst adult was ﬂushed. I searched the immediate
area and soon discovered a nest containing four eggs. The
nest itself was a mere scrape in the ground with a few sprigs
of dry grasses and chips of dry cow manure. Incubation had
just commenced.
The habitat in the vicinity of the nest site had been
heavily grazed by cattle and horses and consisted of small
openings of short grasses and forbs surrounded by low
shrubs, scattered regenerating spruce trees, and woody
debris (Figure 1). An adult was still incubating on 22 June
despite cattle and horses foraging in the immediate area. On
1 July, agitated adults were seen about 50 m from the nest
site, presumably with chicks, although none could be found
after searching the area for about 10 minutes.

OCCURRENCE OF THE ROCK WREN ON
VANCOUVER ISLAND AND OTHER ISLANDS IN
THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA
Michael I. Preston
106 - 991 Cloverdale Avenue., Victoria, BC. V8X 2T5
The Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) is widely
distributed throughout Mexico, the southern United
States from central Texas west to California, and north to
southeastern Sakatchewan and west to southwestern British
Columbia. In British Columbia it is rare to uncommon in the
Rocky Mountain trench, the Fraser River Valley, southern
Vancouver Island, and the central interior. In the southern
interior, from the US border north to Kamloops, Salmon
Arm, and Revelstoke where it is a regular breeder, the Rock
Wren is moderately common and local in summer and
occasionally in winter. A few breeding records are known for
the southern portion of the central interior, and there is one
breeding record from Genoa Bay, on southeastern Vancouver
Island.
The purpose of this note is to update the occurrence of
the Rock Wren on Vancouver Island and on other islands in
the Strait of Georgia since the publication of The Birds of
British Columbia (Campbell et al. 1997). Four records prior
to 1997 have been discovered in the Wildlife Data Centre
library and two post-publication records have been donated
to the Wildlife Data Centre by Michael and Joanna Preston
and the late Doug Innes.
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Figure 1. Distribution of the Rock Wren on Vancouver Island,
1959 - 2003, from the Wildlife Data Centre, Victoria.
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