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FIRST NEST AND EGGS OF THE CANADA 
WARBLER FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA

R. Wayne Campbell

2511 Kilgary Place, Victoria, BC. V8N 1J6

 Finding nests with eggs of ground-nesting wood-warblers 
such as the Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia), 
Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla), and Mourning Warbler 
(Oporonis philadelphia) is always a challenge and very few 
have been discovered in British Columbia (Campbell et al. 
2001). The breeding range of the Canada Warbler (Wilsonia 
canadensis) in the province is based on observations of five 
broods of fledged young often without details of their age. 
Developing an accurate breeding chronology, therefore, 
requires dates for a significant number of nests and eggs as 
well as the known ages of fledglings gathered over a long 
period of time.
 On 6 July 2003 I accidentally discovered a nest of a 
Canada Warbler while trying to count the number of chicks 
in a brood of Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) about 4 
km northeast of Jackfish Lake in the Chetwynd area. The 
general habitat consisted of a young mixed-aged stand of 
black spruce (Picea mariana), trembling aspen (Populus 
tremuloides), balsam poplar (Populus balsamifera), and 
white birch (Betula papyrifera) on a gentle forested slope 
leading to a lake. The nest itself was in the centre of a 3.4 
m tall, very dense shrub patch composed of willow (Salix 
sp.), Saskatoon (Amelanchier alnifolia), red-osier dogwood 
(Cornus stolonifera), prickly rose (Rosa acicularis) and 
fringed with tall grasses and cow-parsnip (Heracleum 
lanatum). The nest itself was on the ground among woody 
debris and fallen leaves at the base of a small prickly rose 
shrub. It contained four well-incubated eggs ascertained by 
the “float-in-water” test (see Campbell and Preston 2001). 
Later it was discovered that the adult female was the bird 
flushed. The male was never seen.
 On 8 July Dale Jensen checked the nest and it contained 
four naked young. By 17 July the nestlings were ready 
to leave the nest and two days later all had fledged. The 
following year the nest site and vicinity was visited on six 
occasions between 28 May and 29 June. No Canada Warblers 
were heard or seen.
 The Canada Warbler is probably widely distributed 
throughout the Peace River region of British Columbia but 
may be restricted to pockets of moist habitats with dense 
thickets on gentle slopes and some vegetative ground cover.
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PINYON JAY (GYMNORHINUS CYANOCEPHALUS): 
A NEW SPECIES FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA

Kim Asquith and Malcolm Dennington

2818 – 18th Street, Lister, BC. V0B 1Y0

 The Pinyon Jay (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus) is a North 
American species that mainly inhabits the lower pine and 
shrubland habitats in the west-central part of the continent. It 
is present year-round from central Oregon, southern Idaho, 
central Montana, western South Dakota and northwestern 
Nebraska south through California to northern Baja 
California, southern Nevada, northwestern and east-central 
Arizona, east-central New Mexico, and western Oklahoma. 
It winters throughout its breeding range and many adjacent 
areas, including northern Idaho, southern Washington, and 
central Montana (Balda 2002).
 The Pinyon Jay has not been previously documented in 
British Columbia. A single record exists for Canada through 
2001, a sighting near Eastend, southwestern Saskatchewan, 
on 16 September 1910 (Potter 1943; Balda 2002).
 On 11 February 2005, we observed an immature Pinyon 
Jay at our bird feeder and suet ball in Lister, BC. It was with 
a mixed flock of Steller’s Jays (Cyanocitta stelleri) and Blue 
Jays (Cyanocitta cristata), approximately six of each. The 
Pinyon Jay frequented the suet ball, taking turns feeding 
with the other jays. Occasionally it was displaced by either 

a Blue or Steller’s jay and once we saw it sharing the suet 
with an immature Steller’s Jay. From 12 to 28 February, the 
Pinyon Jay frequented the suet ball at our home, as well as 
our neighbour’s feeders and hazelnut bushes located 200 m 
south of our house. It was always in the company of other 
jays.
 Using a 200-mm lens, we were able to get a series of 
photographs of the Pinyon Jay (Figure 1) through our kitchen 
window, which is about a metre from the suet ball.
 In March we continued to see a few Steller’s and Blue 
jays in our area, but it was not until 25 March that the Pinyon 
Jay re-appeared, again in the company of other jays. It was 
observed feeding at our suet ball in the early morning. Taking 
a short walk along our rural road, a Steller’s and a Blue jay 
were observed flying from our neighbour’s yard carrying a 
husked or dried hazelnut in the bill. Then, a Blue Jay flew 
by carrying a small rodent in its bill. The Pinyon Jay called 
once from a conifer tree then landed in an overgrown patch 
of dried grasses where two Blue Jays were actively hunting. 

Suddenly, the Pinyon Jay grasped a small rodent in its bill 
then flew out of sight.
 At the time of this writing on 5 April 2005 we were still 
seeing or hearing the Pinyon Jay, almost daily, between our 
house and the neighbour’s to the south. However, this turned 
out to be the last day the jay was sighted, a stay of 54 days.
 Russell P. Balda (pers. comm.) provided the following 
comments on the jay. “The bird [Figure 1] is a first-year bird 
that probably hatched sometime in mid-spring 2004. Pinyon 
Jays have been “wandering” greatly in North America over 
the past four years, some moving hundreds of kilometres 
from their breeding sites. Often jays move in groups, but it is 
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Figure 1. First-year Pinyon Jay, Lister, BC. 20 February 
2005. (Malcolm Dennington). BC Photo 3141.
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