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 On 5 November 2001 a dead Whip-poor-will 
(Caprimulgus vociferus) was discovered by William 
E. McIntyre at Amphitrite Point, near Ucluelet, 
on the west coast of Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia. The following day I examined the carcass 
and estimated, by the state of decomposition, that 
the bird, a male, had died a week earlier, about 30 
October. The carcass was photographed and the 
image was catalogued in the photofile for British 
Columbia wildlife records as BC Photo 3275 (see 
Campbell and Stirling 1971) and the wings and tail 
were salvaged for subspecific identification (Figure 
1). This constitutes the first record for British 
Columbia.

 The American Ornithologists’ Union (1998) 
divides the Whip-poor-will into two groups: 
Eastern Whip-poor-will (vociferus group), with  one 
subspecies and the Western Whip-poor-will (arizonae 
group), of which this specimen belongs, with five 
subspecies. The eastern subspecies is generally 

showing declines in populations due to degradation 
of habitat (Cink 2002), while the western subspecies 
is expanding its range northward and northwestward 
from Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras 
where it is resident. 
 Over the past 25 years the western subspecies 
has expanded its range into Nevada, central New 
Mexico, California, and southern Colorado (Andrews 
and Righter 1992) but there are no definite breeding 
records (Johnson 1994). Since its arrival in California 
in 1968 (Jones 1971) the western subspecies of the 
Whip-poor-will is now considered a “rare and local 
summer visitor” in the state (Small 1994).
 There is only one historical extralimital record 
for the Pacific coast region north of California 
(Campbell et al. 2001, Oregon Field Ornithologists 
2006, Washington Ornithological Society 2006). A 
Whip-poor-will was reported at West Petersburg, 
Kupreanof Island, southeast Alaska, on 22 November 
1972 (Roberson 1980). 
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Figure 1. Wing and tail salvaged from a Whip-poor-
will found dead at Amphitrite Point, BC. 5 November 
2001 (Adrian Dorst). BC Photo 3275.
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“To appreciate fully any countryside, you have to live 
with it through all the changes in the seasons.”
  Elinore Graham
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 The Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens) is 
a large, colourful, and secretive warbler with an 
affinity for undisturbed dense tangles, thickets, 
and shrublands usually in close proximity to water 
(Dunn and Garrett 1997). Two populations have 
been defined in North America, an eastern form (I. v. 
virens) and a western form (I. v. auricollois) (Eckerle 
and Thompson 2001). The latter subspecies occurs 
in British Columbia where it has been reported 
from widely scattered locations in the south-central 
interior, the lower Fraser River valley, and on 
Vancouver Island. It breeds locally only in the lower 
Fraser River valley, Okanagan valley, and Creston 
valley (Campbell et al. 2001) and recently the Pend 
d’Oreille River (Dulisse et al. 2005).
 The Yellow-breasted Chat occurs regularly only 
in the Okanagan valley where it is considered a 
“fairly common summer resident at low altitudes” 
(Cannings et al. 1987). Outside the Okanagan 
valley the species has only been recorded with 
some regularity in the Creston valley (Van Damme 
2002) and the upper Fraser River valley (Campbell 
et al. 2001) on the south coast. The purpose of this 
note is to summarize historic and current records 
for the Creston valley and clarify and present new 
information on its breeding status. 
 Munro (1950, 1958), in his treatise on birds in 
the Creston region, documented the occurrence of 
nine warbler species without mention of the Yellow-
breasted Chat. The earliest published reference to 
chats in the Creston valley was provided by Butler 
et al. (1986) who listed the species as “Casual” with 
the following additional comments “Most sightings 
in West Creston. First sighting in May, No nesting 
record. Latest sighting 22 August.” Specific details 
for the statements were lacking. 
 Table 1 lists records extracted from ornithological 
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