
late March to at least mid-October in some years 
(Campbell et al. 1990). Renesting is common if the 
first nest or clutch is lost. Successfully raising two 
broods in the same year may occur, but it is not the 
norm (Muller and Storer 1999). The only location 
where the latter has been reported is at Green Lake 
near Seattle in Washington State. The first nesting at 
Swamp’s Edge was probably initiated in late March 
and the total time for the triple nesting probably 
ranged between 185 and 195 days. The maximum 
time required for a pair of Pied-billed Grebes to 
build a nest (3-5 days; Muller 1995), incubate the 
eggs (23-27 days; Ackerman and Platter-Reiger 
1979), and fledge young (35-37 days; McCallister 
1963) ranges between 61 and 69 days. Adults may 
feed subsequent broods simultaneously for a short 
time, though we did not observe this behaviour. The 
breeding sequences of the pair of Pied-billed Grebes 
at Swamp’s Edge were hastened, allowing the triple 
nesting. 
 Successfully raising three broods on Cortes 
Island is unusual and apparently the first documented 
for North America. 

Literature Cited
 Ackerman, R.A. and M. Platter-Reiger. 
1979. Waterloss by Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus 
podiceps) eggs (abstract). American Zoologist 
19:921.
 Campbell, R.W., N.K. Dawe, I. McTaggart.-
Cowan, J.M. Cooper, G.W. Kaiser, and M.C.E. 
McNall. 1990a. The birds of British Columbia: 
Volume 1 nonpasserines (introduction, loons through 
waterfowl). Royal British Columbia Museum, 
Victoria, BC. 514 pp.
 McCallister, N.M. 1963. Ontogeny of behaviour 
in five species of grebes. Ph.D. thesis, University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, BC. 135 pp.
 Muller, M.J. 1995. Pied-billed Grebes nesting 
on Green Lake, Seattle, Washington. Washington 
Birds 4:35-59. 
 Muller, M.J. and R.W. Storer. 1999. Pied-billed 
Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps). In The Birds of North 
America, No. 410 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The 
Birds of North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 32 
pp.
 Sirk, G.P., C.W. Gronau, and F.C. Zwickel. 
1993. Birds of Cortes and Mitlenatch Islands, 

British Columbia: a checklist with seasonal graphs. 
Published by the authors, Mansons Landing, BC. 12 
pp.

About the Author
 Christian studied palaeontology in Germany and 
worked as a geologist in the Great Bear Lake area 
in the Northwest Territories, where he also met his 
wife Aileen. They are naturalists who have lived for 
nearly 30 years off-the-grid on Cortes Island where 
they operate a small, strictly beach-based shellfish 
farm. 

SOUTHERNMOST BREEDING RECORD OF 
THE PACIFIC LOON (GAVIA PACIFICA) IN 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Clyde H. Burton

4619 Fernwood Avenue, Powell River, BC. V8A 
3W9

 In autumn 2006, a friend and I planned a fishing 
trip near the south end of Takla Lake in the central 
interior of British Columbia. On 20 September, we 
put our rowboat in Embryo Lake (55° 07’ N, 125° 
27’ W). The lake is divided in two by a narrow, 
shallow slough with about 20 cm (8 in) of water. 
Both large portions of the lake are about 6.1 m (20 
ft) deep. Cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarki) and 
rainbow trout (O. mykiss) are abundant. We fished in 
the larger portion first and after an hour moved to the 
south end. When we rowed out into the lake around 
a point of land we saw an adult Pacific Loon (Gavia 
pacifica; Figure 1), who hung around that portion of 
the lake for the 2.5 hr we were present. We saw only 
one bird, an adult.
 The following day we proceeded directly up into 
the portion of the lake where we had seen the adult 
loon. We were fishing for 20 min or so when we 
noticed a large but young loon that was much more 
wary than the adult. It was in juvenile plumage, was 
considerably smaller than the adult seen previously 
(3/4 size), and showed traces of grayish-brown down 
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about the nape and upper neck (see Russell 2002). 
The young loon was alone when first spotted but 
moved away from us and joined its parent. Since we 
were having frost at night we wondered if the young 
loon would make it out of the lake before freeze-up.
 Over the past three decades the Pacific Loon 

has slowly been extending its breeding range 
southward into British Columbia from the southern 
Yukon Territory. It was first confirmed breeding 
in the province in 1978 when two pairs of Pacific 
Loons, each with a small chick, were discovered on 
small lakes along Highway 37 between the Yukon 

Figure 1. Adult Pacific Loon incubating near Bell II River, BC. 8 June 1999 (R. Wayne Campbell). BC Photo 
3151.



Territory-British Columbia border and Boya Lake 
Park (Campbell et al. 1985). Through 1983 there 
were 16 additional nest sites discovered, the most 
southerly at Kitsault (55° 27’ N), east of Alice Arm 
(Campbell et al. 1990). The family found near the 
south end of Takla Lake in 2006 is the most southern 
breeding location known for British Columbia. 
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FIRST RECORD OF THE ANCIENT 
MURRELET AT KELOWNA, BRITISH 
COLUMBIA

Glenn R. Ryder

Lions Grove Estates, #302, 2888-273 Street, 
Aldergrove, BC. V4W 3M6

 The Ancient Murrelet (Synthliboramphus 
antiquus) is a small seabird that breeds on islands 
around the north Pacific Ocean from China to British 
Columbia but is most numerous in Alaska and British 
Columbia (Gaston 1992). In British Columbia, it 
breeds only on the Queen Charlotte Islands. After 
completing its nesting activities, families generally 
disperse southward, from July to September, 
arriving as far south as California in late October 

(Gaston 1994). Highest numbers in winter in the 
province occur near areas of upwelling off southern 
Vancouver Island and throughout the Juan de Fuca 
Strait (Campbell et al. 1990).
 The Ancient Murrelet is the only North American 
alcid that is regularly reported at inland locations, 
and some have been recorded as far away as 
Quebec and Pennsylvania (Gaston 1994). Verbeek 
(1966) suggested that the vagrant occurrences were 
associated with storms on the Pacific coast that 
coincide with migratory movements of the species. 
 On 17 August 1945, while hiking along the shore 
of Okanagan Lake at Manhattan Point, Kelowna, 
British Columbia, I found a dead Ancient Murrelet 
washed ashore (Figure 1). Field notes recorded at the 
time were as follows:

 “The bird was in its summer colours; black 
throat, white area over eye to back of head, bill 
yellow, and back area grey black. A small bird of 8 
to 10 inches. A bird not to be expected in the area. 
This bird had not been dead long as it was in good 
shape. I placed the bird in the sand and covered it 
up. Birds of Canada by P. A. Taverner (1934) said 
nothing about this bird in the area of the Okanagan. 
Just that it is found on the seacoast from Alaska to 
California.”
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Figure 1. Field sketch of the head of the Ancient 
Murrelet found dead on the shore of Okanagan Lake 
near Manhattan Beach, Kelowna, BC on 17 August 
1945. Drawing by Glenn R. Ryder. BC Photo 3445.
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