while working in my extensive garden which is
approximately ½ acre in size, consisting of mixed
fruit trees, raspberry shrubs, roses, lilacs and a
vegetable section. It is a common sight to observe
American Robins (Turdus migratorius) foraging for
food in this landscape. On this particular day, several
adult robins were pulling worms from a grassy area
of the garden and feeding their newly ﬂedged young.
As I was digging in the ﬂowerbed, I heard this mix
of excitement from the robins and observed them
scattering in ﬂight just as a Pileated Woodpecker
(Figure 1) swooped down from an aspen tree. I
watched in disbelief as the woodpecker grabbed
a recently ﬂedged robin in its bill and ﬂew away
through the trees.
About 15 minutes later I heard the woodpecker
call as they do when in ﬂight. I saw it land on a large
aspen branch then move to try to camouﬂage itself
by pressing its body close to the trunk and remaining

instance of this behaviour I have seen there (to 2005)
despite regular observations.
Other avian predation of Columbia Spotted
Frogs documented at this and adjacent ponds in
the lower Blaeberry valley from 1993 to 2005 were
by American Kestrel (Falco sparverius), Belted
Kingﬁsher (Ceryle alcyon), and Northern Shrike
(Lanius excubitor). The Northern Shrike, perched
low on small spruce snags along the shoreline of a
natural beaver pond, was observed in late September
preying on Columbia Spotted Frogs which are active
in these ponds until mid-October.
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PILEATED WOODPECKER CAPTURES A
RECENTLY FLEDGED AMERICAN ROBIN
Corine Scott
Box 687, Fraser Lake, BC. V0S 1S0
The Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) is
a regular summer visitor at our 80-acre rural property
on Francois Lake in central British Columbia. The
mature trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides) trees,
which border the lake, offer ideal nesting habitat for
this large woodpecker.
In late July 2005, I witnessed an unusual event

Figure 1. The Pileated Woodpecker is a regular
visitor each summer to the mature trembling aspen
forests surrounding Francois Lake, BC. Grand Forks,
BC. 22 June 1981 (Mark Nyhof). BC Photo 3451.
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very still while viewing the garden. This bird spotted
me and eventually ﬂew off. I couldn’t help but
wonder if this was the same bird placing himself
strategically for another attack.
Throughout the year the diet of the Pileated
Woodpecker consists mainly of insects, primarily
carpenter ants (Camponotus spp.) and wood-boring
beetle larvae (Bull et al. 1995) while wild fruits and
nuts are consumed when available (Hoyt 1957).
Typically this woodpecker gleans insects from tree
branches, trunks, and logs, scales bark off trees, and
excavates large rectangular openings in its search for
food (Bull et al. 1995). Preying on a recently ﬂedged
songbird would be considered aberrant behaviour for
the Pileated Woodpecker and a rare event to witness
in the natural world.

Gerry A. Powers
30955 Downes Road, Mount Lehman, BC. V4X 1Y6
On 28 November 2005 Lindy Phizacklea was
hanging Christmas lights on a tree outside her
Chilliwack home in the central Fraser River valley
when she noticed a small bird on the ground beside
her below a window. The “ﬂuffball” looked very
cold so she caught the bird and brought it inside
for warmth and kept it in a dog crate overnight. She
tried to feed the owl some raw meat but it would not
take it. The following day, on 29 November, I was
contacted, as a Director of the Orphaned Wildlife
Rehabilitation Society (OWL), and visited Mrs.
Phizacklea to discover she had rescued an adult
Flammulated Owl (Otus ﬂammeolus).
The owl (Figure 1) was taken to Mount Lehman
for temporary care and over the next many hours
was encouraged to feed on crickets and mealworms.
It would not feed and I noticed that it held its neck in
an unnatural manner suggesting an injury. The next
morning, on 30 November, it died. It appears that the
owl hit a window and was unable to recover from
its injury. The event was well-publicized in local
newspapers (Feinberg 2005, McDonald 2005, Van
Putten 2005).
The Flammulated Owl has recently expanded its
range in south-central British Columbia. It now occurs
from the British Columbia-Washington border north
through the Okanagan and Similkameen valleys, and
the Nicola and Thompson valleys, to Alexis Creek in
the west and McLeese Lake in the north (Campbell et
al. 1990, Van Woudenberg 1999, Wright 1999). It has
recently been found nesting on Bechers Prairie, near
Riske Creek, in the Cariboo-Chilcotin region (Wiebe
2005). It has also been found in the East Kootenay
(Larry Halversen, pers. comm.).
The Flammulated Owl is migratory and has
been recorded in British Columbia from 4 May to
22 October with most birds arriving during the ﬁrst
two weeks of May and departing in late August and
September (Cannings et al. 1987). The Chilliwack
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