AERIAL PREDATION OF A GREAT BLUE
HERON BY A BALD EAGLE

Literature Cited
Buehler, D.A. 2000. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus). In The Birds of North America, No.
506 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North
America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 40 pp.
Campbell, R.W. 1975. Hunting tactics of a
Peregrine Falcon on a Black Turnstone. Condor
77:485.
Forbes. L.S. 1987. Predation on adult Great Blue
Herons: is it important? Colonial Waterbirds 10:120122.
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6872 Duncan Street, Powell River, BC V8A 1V2
On 20 April 2007, I witnessed an encounter
between an adult Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus) and a Great Blue Heron (Ardea
herodias) at Stillwater Bay, near Powell River, BC.
The event occurred at 0640 hrs on a clear, sunny, and
calm day with a rising tide near its maximum height
of 4.7 m (15.4 ft).
I had just started up my boat and was letting it
warm up when I noticed an eagle ﬂush a roosting
heron into the air. The birds ﬂew around, with the
eagle in pursuit, for about four minutes gaining
altitude and rising to a height of approximately 76-92
m (250-300 ft). The eagle then suddenly grabbed the
heron, killed it in mid-air, and tumbled with its prey
landing on a log boom where the eagle proceeded to
eat the heron.
The heron was obviously too heavy to carry and
it appeared that the eagle purposely maneuvered its
position over the log booms before it killed the heron.
For me, the event was an interesting early morning
lesson in natural history - class had started!
The predatory behaviour that I observed was
similar to that described by Campbell (1975) of a
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) that ﬂushed a
Black Turnstone (Arenaria melanocephala) from
Clover Point, BC. The falcon forced the turnstone
high into the air, by ﬂying beneath it, and then
snatched its prey in mid-air. Bald Eagles usually
soar overhead to visually locate prey before striking
(Buehler 2000).
While the Bald Eagle is an opportunistic forager
that eats a wide variety of animals; attacks on adult
Great Blue Herons are rare (Buehler 2000). Forbes
(1987), however, reported three attacks by Bald
Eagles on adult and post-ﬂedging Great Blue Herons
foraging near Pender Harbour, BC, two of which
were successful.
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NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW
NESTING IN AN AMERICAN BEAVER
LODGE
R. Wayne Campbell
2511 Kilgary Place, Victoria, BC V8N 1J6
Of the seven swallows found in British Columbia,
the Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx
serripennis) is the most overlooked species. Although
fairly common throughout its breeding range across
southern portions of the province, little is known
about its nesting behaviour. In fact, much of the
breeding information for this species is still derived
from a detailed study in Michigan over 45 years ago
(Lunk 1962).
The Northern Rough-winged Swallow is a
burrow-nesting species that nests singly or in small
groups and prefers vertical surfaces (Dejong 1996).
In British Columbia, natural burrows may occur
in cutbanks, gravel pits, and sea cliffs. It is also an
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