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ringers [banders], and co-authored several papers. 
Professionally he worked as a geologist, soil 
scientist, and consultant in South Africa, Northwest 
Territories, Alberta, and British Columbia. Although 
a Master Bander his travels have prevented him from 
getting involved again with his life-long passion of 
ringing.

FIRST RECORDS OF BROWN PELICAN IN 
THE INTERIOR OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Janice E. Arndt

901 Highway 3A, Nelson, BC V1L 6J5

 The Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) 
is a large aquatic bird primarily associated with 
saltwater habitats throughout the year. In western 
North America, the species nests only in California, 
but during the non-breeding season birds regularly 
wander north to coastal Oregon, Washington, and 
southern British Columbia (Shields 2002). Prior to 
2007, there were no confirmed reports of this species 
in the British Columbia interior (Godfrey 1986, 
Campbell et al. 1990, R.W. Campbell pers. comm.).
 On 8 July 2007, I saw a bird that I believed 
could be a Brown Pelican at Kokanee Creek Park, 
approximately 20 km northeast of Nelson, British 
Columbia. The bird was flapping low over the surface 
of the West Arm of Kootenay Lake, heading toward 
Balfour. Because it was angling almost directly 
away from me, I could not see its head well enough 
to confirm it was a pelican. However, I could think 
of no other species that would fit its size, colour, 
and behaviour. The park was busy with campers 
and beach-goers and it appeared to me that the bird 
must have flown directly over the beach. In fact, 
my 11-year-old daughter, Bethany, who was further 
along the shore from me, saw the bird and overheard 
someone exclaim, “Did you see that pelican?”
 Knowing how unusual this sighting was and 
not having obtained a satisfactory look at the bird 
myself, I was reluctant to report it as a Brown 
Pelican. However, that evening, I mentioned the 

possibility of a Brown Pelican present in the area on 
the Yahoo Groups listserv “wkbirds”. I was surprised 
the following day to find a response from Ursula 
and Terry Lowrey, who saw the Brown Pelican that 
morning as it flew past Kokanee Creek Park in the 
opposite direction than I had observed the previous 
day.
 Over the next couple of days there were no 
sightings, but considerable discussion, speculation 
and excitement were apparent. Better evidence was 
still needed in order to confirm this record as the 
first for the British Columbia interior. Then, on 11 
July, Holley Rubinsky posted photos taken that day 
of a Brown Pelican at Kaslo on the North Arm of 
Kootenay Lake, approximately 50 km northeast of 
Kokanee Creek Park. The bird had been reported 
to Dirk Pidcock by local resident Beatrice Massara. 
Beatrice reported the bird was first observed flying 
with Great Blue Herons (Ardea herodias), then 
sitting on the shore, appearing rock-like. Dirk and 
Holley searched the area, unsuccessfully at first, but 
Holley later rediscovered the bird, an immature, on a 
raft in Kaslo Bay (Figure 1).
 The pelican was observed in the Kaslo area 
several times and by various people over the 
following week. The last recorded observation was 
by an angler on 19 July, who provided an intriguing 
report that the bird appeared to be feeding among a 
large school of Kokanee (Oncorhynchus nerka) fry 
at the mouth of the bay. Attempts to relocate the bird 
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Figure 1. An immature Brown Pelican at Kaslo Bay, 
the first record for the interior of British Columbia. 
11 July 2007 (Holley Rubinsky). BC Photo 3605a.
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on 20 July were not successful.
 The second occurrence of Brown Pelican in the 
British Columbia interior came from the Okanagan 
valley (Figure 2). Terry and Kent Macfarlane 
observed and photographed the bird at Killiney 
Beach, on the west side of Okanagan Lake, near 
Vernon, on 5 September 2007. It was reported to 
Chris Charlesworth on 17 September, and Chris 
subsequently posted the sighting and photographs 
on “bcintbirds”. This bird was also an immature, 
leading many to ask whether the two were the same 
individual. It seems entirely possible, and perhaps 
even likely, that they were. 
 Inland reports of this species in western North 
America north of California are rare. Neither Alberta 
nor Montana have records of Brown Pelican (Alberta 
Bird Record Committee 2007, Montana Audubon 
2007). Idaho has single reports from 1974, 1979, 
and 1981 (Idaho Bird Records Committee 2007b) 
and the species is listed in some references as having 
occurred in Idaho (e.g., Shields 2002); however, 
none of the three records have been accepted for 
inclusion in the state list issued by the Idaho Bird 
Records Committee (2007a, 2007b). While Brown 
Pelicans have been reported infrequently in interior 
fresh-water locations, including lakes and rivers, 
in Washington and Oregon west of the Cascade 
Mountains (see Wahl et al. 2005, Marshall et al. 
2006) there are only three records from far inland 

locations. These are: along the Columbia River on 
the Washington/Oregon border on 19 October 1997 
(Sullivan 1998), Deschutes County, Oregon and 
surrounding areas in August and September 2005 (S. 
G. Mlodinow pers. comm.), and Walla Walla County, 
Washington in September 2006 (S. G. Mlodinow 
pers. comm.). Surprisingly, Bent (1922) describes 
the Brown Pelican as occurring north to central 
British Columbia (“Chilcotin District”), but I could 
find no records to support this claim.
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AN ENCOUNTER WITH A NORTHERN 
PYGMY-OWL AND ITS PREY IN COASTAL 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

John Treen

3353 Marine Avenue, Powell River, BC V8A 2G7
 
 On 8 December 2002, while surveying waterbirds 
between 1600 and 1700 hrs along the Westview 
waterfront near Powell River, British Columbia, 
Heather Harbord, Blake Fougere, and myself spotted 
a small owl. It was perching in the bare branches 
of a red alder (Alnus rubra) tree between the road 
and the beach, about 200 m south of the viewpoint 
on Marine Avenue. We quickly identified it as a 
Northern Pygmy Owl (Glaucidium gnoma) because 
of its diminutive size. 
 The owl moved ahead of us as we walked 
north on the sea walk to a position opposite the 
viewpoint. It perched in the branches of a tree at 
eye level about five metres out from the observation 
point. It seemed to be going to stay put for a 
while so cameras were set up. The weather was 

overcast with cloud and intermittent light rain and a 
light northwest wind. 
 During this time the owl dove down to the ground 
(about three metres away) and reappeared with a 
small mammal in its talons (Figure 1). The prey was 
very much alive at this point and was struggling to 
escape. The owl just sat there until the mammal was 
still, then it began to fly from tree to tree through the 
brambles back the way it had come. These were short 
hops as it was struggling to fly with the weight of its 
prey (Figure 2). By this time it was getting dark so we 
ceased our observations. Several photographs were 
taken of the owl and its prey using a Pentax K1000 
camera mounted to a Kowa TSN-822 Spotting Scope 
using 400 ASA film.
 Later photographs were sent to Wayne Campbell 
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Figure 1. Northern Pygmy-Owl holding a recently 
captured Deer Mouse. Powell River, BC. 8 December 
2002 (John Treen). BC Photo 3552.
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