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FIRST BREEDING RECORD FOR 
CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER IN BRITISH 
COLUMBIA

Gary S. Davidson

Box 294, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

 The Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendroica 
pensylvanica) is an eastern North American species 
that breeds primarily in northern hardwood and 
mixed forests from southern Canada southward 
through the Appalachian Mountains to northern 
Georgia (Richardson and Brauning 1995). According 
to Bent (1953) it is one of the few species of 
Neotropical migrants that has benefited greatly from 
human-related activities such as clearing of forests 
and the subsequent growth of shrubby habitats that 
it prefers. The Chestnut-sided Warbler is extending 
and expanding its breeding range westward across 
southern Saskatchewan to central Alberta (Salt and 
Salt 1976, Semenchuck 1992, Smith 1996). 
 In British Columbia, the Chestnut-sided Warbler 
was first recorded in 1971 at Mount Robson Park 
(Shepard 1972) and at least 36 additional times 
between 22 May and 29 September through 1997 
(Campbell et al. 2001). During that period males were 
found in 18 different locations and near Revelstoke 
they were in full song occupying territories for 
several weeks during the breeding season.
 On 19 August 1998, my wife and I were 
wandering through the picnic site at Puntchesakut 

Lake, in the Chilcotin country east of Quesnel, 
British Columbia. I saw a small songbird flitting 
around on, and near the ground, and soon realized 
it was feeding fledged young. The adult bird was a 
female Chestnut-sided Warbler. The two fledged 
young were begging continuously. The adult female 
was feeding amongst small shrubs and plants in a 
young trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides) forest 
beside the lake. The habitat was generally very open 
making the family group quite easy to observe on 
the ground. Observations continued for about 10 
minutes.
 In southern Ontario, dates for nests found with 
eggs (n=156) ranged from 25 May to 22 July and 
with nestlings from 5 June to 7 August. Also, fledged 
young being attended by at least one adult have been 
found in the vicinity of the nest until 18 August 
(Peck and James 1987, R.D. James pers. comm.). 
Lawrence (1948) found that young might continue 
to beg and be fed by the adults for up to 28 days after 
fledging.
 The Chestnut-sided Warbler continues to 
expand its range in British Columbia, especially 
in northeastern portions of the province, where 
additional breeding is suspected (R.W. Campbell 
pers. comm.). 
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FIRST DOCUMENTED RECORD OF A 
PAINTED BUNTING FOR THE INTERIOR OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Gail Spitler 

RR 1, Site 4, Compartment 16, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0

 The Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris) is a small, 
common finch that breeds in two disjunct populations 
in the southern United States and northern Mexico. 
The western population breeds primarily in Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana while 
an eastern population breeds locally on the Atlantic 
coast from North Carolina south to northern Florida. 
The western group winters in Mexico, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, and Panama while the eastern breeders 
winter in the Florida Keys, Florida peninsula, 
Bahamas and Cuba (Lowther et. al 1999). 
 Unlike most other passerines, the Painted 
Bunting migrates after the breeding season to staging 
areas to moult before continuing its southward 
autumn migration. The western population moults 
in southern Arizona, Sonora, and northern Sinaloa, 
Mexico (Thompson 1991).
 Each year a few vagrants are reported north of 
the breeding range including California, Colorado, 
Illinois, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Nevada, New Brunswick, New Jersey, Nova Scotia, 
Ontario, Oregon, Quebec, Utah, and Wisconsin 
(Lowther et al. 1999). 
 On 14 August 2007, an adult male Painted 
Bunting was sighted in the small rural community of 
Johnsons Landing located on the northeast shore of 
Kootenay Lake, ~28 km northeast of Kaslo, British 
Columbia. The bunting appeared around 1300 hrs. as 
I was sitting down to lunch. It was perched atop a bird 
feeder (Figure 1) which is located about 10 m south 
of the dining room window. I was able to quickly 
photograph the bird before it flew off in a southerly 
direction. The bunting returned in the early evening 
and was observed from 1840 to 1940 hrs. feeding on 
the ground beneath a hanging bird feeder, apparently 
eating seed tossed there by birds previously at the 
feeder.
  The following day, the Painted Bunting made a 
brief appearance around 0720 hrs. Again it fed on 
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