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 The albino Dark-eyed Junco was last seen near 
Canal Flats on 25 March 2008 for a visit of 84 days.
 Aberrant plumages, including varying degrees 
of albinism and hybridization, have been reported 
for the Dark-eyed Junco (Phelps 1968, Nolan et 
al. 2002, Preston and Campbell 2007) but it is a 
very rare event. In fact, in 1,847 cases of albinism 
examined by Gross (1965) for 28 species of North 
American birds only 24 (1.29%) were reported for 
the “Slate-colored” Junco (J.h. hyemals). The same 
author mentioned that of all the articles examined 
only about seven percent (129 birds) were found to 
be pure albinos.

Literature Cited
 Gross, A.O. 1965. The incidence of albinism in 
North American birds. Bird-Banding 36:67-70.
 Nolan, V., E.D. Ketterson, D.A. Cristol, C.M. 
Rogers, E.D. Clotfelter, R.C. Titus, S.J. Schoech, 
and E. Snajdr. 2002. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco 
hyemalis). In The Birds of North America, No. 716 
(A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North 
America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 44 pp.
 Phelps, J.H. 1968. Oregon Junco. Pages 1050-
1071 in Life histories of North American cardinals, 
grosbeaks, buntings, towhees, finches, sparrows, and 
their allies. Part 2 (O.L. Austin, ed.). United States 
National Museum Bulletin 237, Washington, DC.
 Preston, M.I. and R.W. Campbell. 2007. Report 
of the wildlife data centre: 1 January to 30 June 2007. 
Wildlife Afield 4:160-170.

About the Authors
 Colin is a lifetime resident of Canal Flats. Kathy’s 
family arrived from Saskatchewan in the 1960s and 
she and Colin were married in 1972 and raised their 
family in the small East Kootenay town. Colin has 
been employed for most of his working life in the 
forest industry so he has spent a great deal of time 
in the bush. They have always been interested in the 
outdoors and have travelled extensively on horseback 
and on foot in the vicinity of Canal Flats.
 Colin and Kathy have spent many years locating 
and identifying native plants and have also become 
enthusiastic, amateur, bird watchers and also enjoy 
camping, hunting, fishing, and hiking. 

VEHICLE-INDUCED MORTALITY OF A 
BROAD-WINGED HAWK IN BRITISH 
COLUMBIA

Chris Siddle

6131 Silver Star Road, Vernon, BC V1B 3P3

 Campbell and Preston (2006) provided examples 
of noteworthy records of animals found dead along 
traffic corridors in British Columbia and the useful 
information that can be obtained on distribution, 
range expansion, and natural history. On 20 June 
2008, while driving north between Tumbler Ridge 
and Chetwynd, Gary Davidson and I found a small 
dead buteo in the south-bound lane of Highway 29 six 
kilometres south of Gwillam Lake. The bird, which 
undoubtedly collided with a vehicle, was recently 
killed as its wings were still relaxed and could be 
spread without effort. We took the carcass and I 
photographed it about three hours later from several 
angles to show diagnostic features for identification 
(Figures 1 to 4). The field marks of this hawk were 
consistent with those of a “moderately-streaked” 
immature Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus) 
(Taylor in Alderfer 2006, Wheeler 2003).
 Since its discovery in British Columbia in 1965 
(Cannings et al. 1987), the Broad-winged Hawk 
has slowly become established in the central and 
northeastern portions of the province where it now 
breeds (Campbell et al. 1990, Phinney 1998, R.W. 
Campbell pers. comm.). It has also become a recent 
autumn migrant of southern Vancouver Island 
(Stirling 2001). In the western Peace River region, 
however, the Broad-winged Hawk is still considered 
rare in the vicinity of Chetwynd (Campbell et al. 
2007) and casual in the Tumbler Ridge area (Helm 
2006). Therefore, this record is noteworthy and also 
brings attention to a mortality factor for the species 
in the province. It is the second specimen record for 
British Columbia (see Campbell et al. 1990).
 The carcass, as required by provincial law, was 
given to the B.C. Ministry of Environment in Fort 
St. John. Pierre Johnstone, a provincial biologist, 
has assured us that the hawk will be donated to a 
museum where it will be prepared as a permanent 
specimen record. 
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Figure 1. This dorsal profile shows a small buteo 
with cold-brown upper wing surfaces and a back 
and a crown streaked with white. The cere and legs 
are lemon-yellow. The tail has a very narrow buffy 
fringe, a broad grey-brown sub-terminal band and 
four narrower bands. The band at the tail’s base is 
wider than the four “internal” bands. BC Photo 
3627a.

Figure 2. This ventral surface shows part of the 
diagnostic white underwings with unbarred black 
tipped primaries. The underparts are marked with 
long brown streaks, largest and closest together on 
the sides of the chest. BC Photo 3627b.

Figure 3. The underside of the carcass shows very 
narrow bars on the tibia and the immaculate undertail 
coverts. BC Photo 3627c.

Figure 4. The uppertail surface shows that the coverts 
are worn, having lost their characteristic white tips. 
BC Photo 3627d. 
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UNUSUAL NESTING SITE OF YELLOW-
RUMPED WARBLER

R. Wayne Campbell

2511 Kilgary Place, Victoria, BC V8N 1J6

 In British Columbia, like elsewhere throughout its 
breeding range, Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica 
coronata) typically builds its nest on the horizontal 
branch of a mature or second-growth coniferous or 
deciduous tree. The nest is usually placed in a fork 
or crotch, or less commonly saddled directly on a 
branch (Campbell et al. 2001, Hunt and Flaspohler 
1998). There is only a handful of unusual nesting 
sites reported for Yellow-rumped Warbler. These 
include a tree cavity in New Mexico (Bent 1953), 
on the ground in Ontario (McIlwraith 1894), in an 
apple orchard and in thick foliage of an old Virginia 
creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) growing over 
the wall of a farmhouse in Nova Scotia (Tufts 1986), 
and on a wooden beam in rural New York (Snyder 
1980).
 On 7 July 2008, while monitoring the 
productivity of a small Great Blue Heron (Ardea 
herodias) colony in Cadboro Bay, British Columbia, 
I noticed a small passerine fly into a heron nest. A 
few seconds later the bird left with a fecal sac in its 
bill and landed on a nearby tree. I was surprised to 
identify it as a female Yellow-rumped “Audubon’s” 
Warbler (D. c. auduboni). Over the next 30 minutes 
or so I watched the nest site and saw both the male 
and female warbler feeding and removing fecal sacs 
on five separate occasions. During one feeding both 
parents visited the site together suggesting that the 
nest contained at least two nestlings. The warbler 
nest was located in a crevice among large twigs 
and sticks in a Great Blue Heron nest about 13.2 m 
above the ground (Figure 1). The nest tree, a mature 
red alder (Alnus rubra), was 16 m tall. The heron 
nest contained three large nestlings and the entire 
nest was heavily “whitewashed” from droppings. 
The heron colony was located within 150 m of a 
marine shore at 2 m elevation.
 The following day I observed activity at the nest 
for an hour hoping that the nestlings might appear. 
During that period the female fed her brood 11 


