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54% having two young. Out of the 203 broods 
recorded for the province only three (< 1.5%) had 
four young (Campbell et al. 1990). It is not known 
if any of these nests successfully fledged all young 
(R.W. Campbell pers. comm.). 
 In the Creston valley the occurrence of broods 
with four young is similar to the provincial average. 
Of the 103 broods I have documented in the valley 
since 1997 this is the first with four young (< 1.0%).
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RE-USE OF AMERICAN ROBIN NEST BY 
VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW FOR NESTING 

Chris Siddle

6131 Silver Star Road, Vernon, BC V1B 3P3. 

 The Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta 
thalassina), a secondary cavity-nesting species, 
utilizes natural cavities such as rock crevices, snags, 
and holes in living trees. It is also a familiar nester 
in human-made structures with cavities and holes 
including posts and poles, brick and stone walls, 
chimneys, nest boxes, and crevices and crannies in 
buildings from sheds and log cabins to modern houses 
(Campbell et al. 1997). Given the species’ notable 
adaptability, one might expect to find mention in 
the literature of the Violet-green Swallow using the 
nest of another non-swallow species (Brown et al. 
1992). However, I have not found this to be the case. 
Therefore, it is of some interest that I found a pair of 
Violet-green Swallows feeding three chicks in the old 
nest of an American Robin (Turdus migratorius). 
 The robin’s nest, typically of grasses and plant 
stems and reinforced with mud and lined with fine 
grasses, was about three metres from the ground atop 
a brick pillar supporting the roof of a house one and a 
half stories tall (Figure 1). The nest was visible from 
a large window in the living room of the home of Dan 
and Diane Katz in Vernon, British Columbia and was 
in good condition and may have been constructed the 
year before during the 2006 breeding season.

Figure 1. These three young Great Horned Owls 
successfully fledged a week after this photo was 
taken. Creston, BC. 3 May 2006 (Linda M. Van 
Damme).

Figure 2. After quietly sitting for 20 minutes 
observing this Great Horned Owl family, a fourth 
nestling shyly peers out from behind its two siblings. 
Creston, BC. 15 May 2007 (Linda M. Van Damme).
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 I discovered Violet-green Swallows using the 
robin’s nest on 18 June 2007. The swallows had 
added some grasses and a few feathers. Four days 
later, on 22 June I noticed that the female of the 
swallow pair had disappeared and that the male was 
feeding three nestlings alone. On 25 June I became 
worried that the rapidly growing chicks might tumble 
from the relatively shallow cup of the nest. Their eyes 
were open by this time and they were developing 
their first bi-coloured plumage. At 0600 hrs 26 
June I discovered that one of the chicks had fallen 
from the nest and lay dead on the sidewalk below. 
The male alone was able to raise the remaining two 
chicks which fledged on 29 June (Diane Katz pers. 
comm.).
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A NEW HERRING GULL BREEDING SITE 
IN SOUTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA

R. Wayne Campbell

2511 Kilgary Place, Victoria, BC V8N 1J6

 The Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) breeds 
throughout the interior of British Columbia at 40 or 
so sites from Okanagan Lake northwest through the 
Fraser Plateau, Babine Upland, Nass Basin, and the 
Northern Mountains and Plateau region to Kelsall 
Lake in Chilkat Pass, and locally east through the 
Liard Basin to the vicinity of Kotcho Lake northeast 
of Fort Nelson (Campbell et al. 1990). It nests singly, 
or in colonies (rarely more than 100 pairs), and all 
sites are associated with lakes with forested and 
rocky islands and/or grassy and bare rocky islets. 
 At the southern limit of its range in south-central 
British Columbia the Herring Gull is known to nest 
at only two sites; on a bare rocky islet in Okanagan 
Lake (Cannings et al. 1987) and on a smaller bare 
rocky islet in Bridge Lake (Munro 1935, Campbell 
1968). The elevations at both sites are 342 m and 
1,133 m respectively.
 In late summer 2004 I received a telephone call 
from Brian Peters, a sports fisherman at Tunkwa 
Lake, BC, concerning a “seagull” that had “babies” 
on a grassy islet in the lake (Figure 1). He described 
the birds as large and white with black wing tips and 
pinkish legs and when fishing too close to the island 
the gulls often dived at him. He noted also that the 
gulls were nesting on the island among many nesting 
Canada Geese (Branta canadensis) since at least the 
early 2000s. 
 On 15 May 2005 I visited the site briefly and 
discovered a Herring Gull nest containing two eggs 
(Figure 2) atop the island. The nest was a sparse 
collection of grasses, plant stems, a few twigs, a 
couple of gull feathers, and several small rocks. Both 
adults were present but not overly agitated. Later 
in the summer Brian watched an adult Bald Eagle 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) grab one of the young 
gulls and fly back to its nest where the young gull 
was plucked and eaten.
 The gulls apparently nested in 2006 and 2007 but 
the number of young raised is not known. I visited 

Figure 1. Adult male Violet-green Swallow feeding 
its two begging nestlings in an old American Robin 
nest in Vernon, BC. 22 June 2007 (Chris Siddle). BC 
Photo 3630.


