


This Report is Dedicated To:

REVEREND JOHN STAINER
Teacher, Minister, Naturalist, and Writer
(1915 - 1997)

Reverend John Stainer was born November 23, 1915 in Epsom, Surrey, England
the first son of John Frederick Randall Stainer and Ruth Alice (Mallam).

He attended St. Edmund's and Mariborough schools, followed by Magdalen
College, Oxford, where he obtained an M.A. degree in geography. In the 1930s he was
active in the British Schools Exploration Society, participating in expeditions to Finnish
Lapland, Labrador, and Newfoundland. He was elected a fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society.

He moved to Canada in 1938, working for his uncle in Okanagan Mission, and then
as a teacher at St. George's School in Vancouver. Next he moved to Cherry Point, B.C.
where he worked as a free-lance journalist. In 1951 he began a new career as an
Anglican minister, serving as a deacon at St. Paul's, Nanaimo, and then becoming vicar
of Parksville-Emington.

In 1961 he became rector of St. Edward's, Oliver and St. Barbara's, Okanagan
Falls, where he served 10 years, and another year later, after his retirement. He went on
to the shared Anglican and United Church parish of Arrow Lakes. His last parish was
another shared charge based in Invermere.

On retirement he moved back to Oliver. He was a 52-year member of the Royal
Canadian Legion and was past president of Branch 97 (Oliver) in addition to being
chaplain for the past 10 years. He joined Rotary during his first period in Oliver and was
a past president of that organization in Oliver. He was awarded a Paul Harris Fellowship
through the Invermere branch.

He was author of several books and started writing with published accounts of
expeditions in the 1930s. One book, The Way of the Wild Olive, which was a
composition of sermons, provided a basis for many a discussion.

One of his favourite activities was watching birds. He knew all the back roads
around Oliver, and exactly where the interesting birds were to be found. There were
always binoculars and a spotting ‘scope in the trunk of his Volvo, and bird books and
maps in the door pockets. He often carried a camera with him, although he tended to
photograph scenery more than birds. He would drive slowly along the road, stopping
every now and then for anything of special interest. All his life, he gained great pleasure
from the birds.

And he was willing to share his discoveries with others. He was a regular and
faithful contributor to the B.C. Nest Record Scheme since its inception in the mid-1950s
and eagerly participated in data collection for the 4-volume set The Birds of British
Columbia. His passion for birds, and unselfish contributions to omithology, have
increased our appreciation and level of understanding of birds in the province.
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British Columbia Nest Record Scheme Instruction Manual.
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British Columbia Birds: A Species List - 1997 (Common
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By R. Wayne Campbell. 22 pages.
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By Mark Phinney.

Price

$5.00

$5.00

$5.00

Spring 1998

Spring 1998

Summer 1998

WBT Wildlife Reports provide quick, up-to-date, and peer-reviewed information on British Columbia’s wildlife
for use by professionals, naturalists, and the general public. Publications are available from WBT Wild Bird
Trust of B.C., 124 - 1489 Marine Drive, West Vancouver, B.C. V7T 1B8. (Tel/Fax 604-924-2581). Prices,
which include postage and handling, help offset publication costs.












