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Ian McTaggart-Cowan
The Legacy of a Pioneering Biologist, Educator and Conservationist

The history of zoological discovery in British Columbia, and parts of the Rocky Mountains of western Alberta, is 
closely linked with Ian McTaggart-Cowan, one of Canada’s foremost and best-known zoologists and conservationists. Dr. 
Cowan’s life spanned the golden age of biological exploration and linked him with some of the important early collectors 
and naturalists whose specimens and observations revealed the distribution of birds and mammals in the province during 
the first half of the 20th century. Ian was a pioneer among pioneers, in a career that began as a summer student on collecting 
trips in the field and led to an academic career as professor of zoology, department head, and dean of the Faculty of Gradu-
ate Studies at the University of British Columbia. 

The Legacy of a Pioneering Biologist, Educator and Conservationist is primarily an appreciation of Ian and his 
many accomplishments. The book is a celebration of a remarkable man’s life and his numerous roles and adventures. It was 
originally designed to be a comprehensive compilation of his lifetime publications and intended as a surprise 100th birthday 
gift to be presented to Ian on the occasion of his centennial birthday celebration on June 25, 2010 at Government House in 
Victoria. However, Ian passed away 61 days before that occasion was to be held.

Subsequently, our volume evolved and expanded in scope both as a tribute to Ian, and to preserve his legacy as an 
educator, researcher, and conservationist. The heart of the tribute consists of over 100 recollections from former students, 
colleagues, and friends in a section on their memories of association with Ian. These range from the amusing to the poignant, 
and reveal many facets of his life and personal qualities.

The book is a valuable documentation of the history and evolution of biological discovery and research in British 
Columbia, and the emergence of a conservation ethic. It is illustrated with hundreds of black-and-white and colour photo-
graphs including images of early family life, students and colleagues, and wildlife. 

This memorial volume is nearing completion. It has been enhanced by the diligent peer-review of Dr. Alton Harestad, 
Peter Ommundsen, and Dr. Spencer Sealy, all University of British Columbia graduates in zoology. The book has been a 
voluntary undertaking by the authors and reviewers since its inception in February, 2010 and will be published in association 
with the Biodiversity Centre for Wildlife Studies, 3825 Cadboro Bay Road, PO Box 55053, Victoria, BC. V8N 6L8. 

Please see www.wildlifebc.org for updates and availability.


